26          THE HEART OF BUDDHISM
To whom the sage made answer :
c To shun the fool, to court the wise, This is the highest Paradise :
Pay ye respect where it is due, So will true blessing wait on you :
Seek a fit place and there remain, Striving self-knowledge to attain :
If in past lives you've stored up merit, The fruits thereof you'll now inherit:
Let wisdom, skill, and discipline, And gracious kindly words be thine :
Tend parents, cherish wife and child, Pursue a blameless life and mild :
Live thou devout, give ample alms, Protect thy kin from life's alarms.
Do good, shun ill, and still beware Of the red wine's insidious snare :
So do thou persevere in good : This is the true Beatitude :
Be humble, with thy lot content, Grateful and ever reverent :
Study the Law of Righteousness, This is the path that leads to Bliss
Be patient thou, the Saints frequent And ponder still their argument: